
ITEMS OF INFORMATION 

COUNCIL AGENDA – November 6, 2023 

Communications 

1. Resolution from The Corporation of The Township of the Archipelago
Re: Cigarette Producer Responsibility

2. Resolution from the Township of McKellar Re: Call for an Amendment
to the Legislation Act, 2006

3. Resolution from the City of Cambridge Re: Support for Bill 21, Fixing
Long-Term Care Amendment Act

4. Resolution from the Town of Aurora Re: Cannabis Retail Applications
for the Town of Aurora 
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The Corporation of The Township of The Archipelago
Council Meeting

Agenda Number: 15.13.
Resolution Number 23-178
Title: Cigarette Producer Responsibility
Date: Friday, October 13, 2023

Moved by: Councillor Sheard
Seconded by: Councillor MacLeod

WHEREAS cigarette manufacturers play a crucial role in the creation and distribution of cigarette
products. Cigarettes, are responsible for significant environmental damage and contribute to waste and
pollution; and

WHEREAS cigarette butts are the most common form of litter worldwide and pose a threat to aquatic
life and ecosystems. As reported 26 July 2023 to the Canadian Council of Ministers of the
Environment, Pollution Probe’s Great Lakes Plastic Cleanup identified cigarette butts one of the top five
items of microplastics found in the Great Lakes, and

WHEREAS cigarette filters are composed of non-biodegradable materials that can take several years
to degrade, exacerbating the problem of waste accumulation; and

WHEREAS the concept of producer responsibility promotes the idea that the party that profits from the
creation and sale of a product should also be responsible for managing the product's end-of-life
environmental impact; and

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has successfully implemented producer responsibility programs for
various industries, such as electronics, packaging, and batteries, resulting in significant improvements
in waste management and environmental sustainability; and

WHEREAS the exclusion of cigarette manufacturers from current producer responsibility programs in
our province creates an inconsistency in environmental policy and hampers our overall efforts to
reduce waste and protect our environment. It is imperative to address the environmental impact of
cigarette manufacturing, usage, and disposal.
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NNOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of The Archipelago hereby requests the
Province of Ontario to include cigarette manufacturers within the scope of producer responsibility
regulations and programs;

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Ontario Government takes necessary steps to develop and
amend legislation to ensure cigarette manufacturers are responsible for the collection, recycling, and
proper disposal of cigarette waste and the Province of Ontario be encouraged to work collaboratively
with relevant stakeholders, including public health organizations, environmental groups, and retail
associations, to develop comprehensive and effective strategies for the inclusion of cigarette
manufacturers in producer responsibility program, taking into account the unique challenges posed by
tobacco products;

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Province of Ontario allocate adequate resources and
establish monitoring systems to ensure compliance with the newly imposed responsibilities by cigarette
manufacturers, including penalties for non-compliance;

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Province of Ontario adopts regulations and policies that
require cigarette manufacturers to:

Take financial responsibility for the collection, transportation, recycling, or safe disposal of
discarded cigarettes and related waste materials.

1.

Develop and engage in public awareness campaigns to educate the public about the
environmental impact of cigarette butt litter and implement programs to educate the public on
the safe disposal of cigarette butts.

2.

Implement measures to minimize the environmental impact of their products through the use of
sustainable materials, reduced packaging, and improved recycling initiatives;

3.

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED The Ministry of the Environment actively collaborates with other
provinces and territories within Canada to encourage a nationwide approach towards including
cigarette manufacturers in Producer Responsibility initiatives;

AND FURTHER BE FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be sent to the Honorable
Doug Ford Premier of Ontario, the Honorable Andrea Khanjin Minister of the Environment,
Conservations and Parks, relevant Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs), Leader of the Opposition
parties, All Municipalities in Ontario, Pollution Probe, Georgian Bay Forever, Georgian Bay Association,
and other pertinent stakeholders as appropriate, urging their support and action in this matter.

Carried
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Township of McKellar____________________              
701 Hwy #124, P.O. Box 69, McKellar, Ontario POG 1C0           

Phone: (705) 389-2842
                                                               Fax: (705) 389-1244

October 19, 2023
Hon. Doug Downey
Attorney General 
McMurtry-Scott Bldg 11th Flr, 720 Bay St.
Toronto, ON M7A 2S9

Sent via email: Doug.Downey@ontario.ca

RE: Call for an Amendment to the Legislation Act, 2006

Dear Mr. Downey,

At the Regular Meeting of Council held on October 17, 2023, the Council of the 
Corporation of the Township of McKellar carried the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 23-671
Moved by: Councillor Kekkonen
Seconded by: Councillor Zulak

WHEREAS Metroland Media Group has sought bankruptcy protection and will cease 
the print publication of its weekly community newspapers across Ontario, moving to an 
online-only model; and

WHEREAS Neil Oliver, Chief Executive Officer and President of Metroland Media 
Group, said the 71 Metroland community publications will be digital only going forward; 
and

WHEREAS the Legislation Act, 2006 provides a definition of “newspaper” which applies 
to every Ontario Act and Regulation, as in a provision requiring publication, means a 
document that, (a) is printed in sheet form, published at regular intervals of a week or 
less and circulated to the general public, and (b) consists primarily of news of current 
events of general interest; (“journal”); and

WHEREAS Ontario Municipalities are required to follow publication and notice 
requirements for Provincial Acts and Regulations; and

Page 3 of 8



WHEREAS communities such as the West Parry Sound Area cannot comply with 
publication requirements in Provincial Acts and Regulations as the Parry Sound North 
Star news publication is no longer being printed in sheet form and there are no other 
local news publications fitting the definition of “newspaper”; and

WHEREAS some small, rural, Ontario Municipalities may not have the means to bring 
an application to the Court to ask for directions and approval of an alternate manner of 
providing notice;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the 
Township of McKellar does hereby request the Provincial government to make an 
amendment to the Legislation Act, 2006 to include digital publications as an acceptable 
means of publication and notice requirements for Provincial Acts and Regulations; and 

FURTHER request the support of all Ontario Municipalities; and 

FURTHER THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, Paul Calandra; Parry Sound-Muskoka MPP, Graydon Smith; The Association 
of Ontario Municipalities (AMO); CEO and President of Metroland Media Group, Neil 
Oliver and all Ontario Municipalities. 

Carried

Regards, 

Karlee Britton
Deputy Clerk
Township of McKellar 
deputyclerk@mckellar.ca
(705) 389-2842 x5

cc:

Paul Calandra, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Graydon Smith, MPP Parry Sound-Muskoka
The Association of Ontario Municipalities (AMO) 
Neil Oliver, CEO & President, Metroland Media Group
All Ontario Municipalities 
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The Corporation of the City of Cambridge
Corporate Services Department

Clerk’s Division
The City of Cambridge

Tel: (519) 740-4680 ext. 4585
mantond@cambridge.ca

October 27, 2023 

Re: Support for Bill 21, Fixing Long-Term Care Amendment Act 

At its Council Meeting of October 24, 2023, the Council of the Corporation of the City of 
Cambridge passed the following Motion:

WHEREAS the care, support, and happiness of older adults in Cambridge is a priority 
for City Council;

WHEREAS older adults deserve dignity in care and should have the right to live with 
their partner as they age;

WHEREAS within the Province of Ontario couples do not have the right to be 
accommodated together when entering long term care facilities;

WHEREAS the separation of spouses upon entering long term care facilities is a
common occurrence across Ontario;

WHERAS Bill 21, Fixing Long-Term Care Amendment Act (Till death do us part) was 
first introduced in the provincial legislature in 2019 and was reintroduced in 2022;

WHEREAS Bill 21 amends the Residents’ Bill of Rights set out in section 3 of Fixing 
Long-Term Care Act, 2021 by adding the right of residents not to be separated from 
their spouse upon admission and to have accommodation made available for both 
spouses so they may continue to live together;

WHEREAS Bill 21 passed its second reading in the provincial legislature on 
November 15, 2022 and was subsequently ordered referred to the Standing 
Committee on Social Policy and has since yet to be called to the Standing Committee;

WHEREAS the Conservative provincial Government may bring forward a new Bill that 
in principle supports the intent of Bill 21 to fix the Long-Term Care Amendment Act;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of Cambridge supports any future Bill to fix the 
Long-Term Care Amendment Act;
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AND THAT the City of Cambridge requests the provincial legislature enact any current 
and future proposed Bills to fix the Long-Term Care Amendment Act.

AND FURTHER THAT the City Clerk be directed to send a copy of this motion to the 
Region of Waterloo, Province of Ontario, The Honourable Premier of Ontario, The 
Right Honourable Provincial Members of Parliament, and all Ontario Municipalities. 

Should you have any questions related to the approved resolution, please contact 
me. 

Yours Truly,

Danielle Manton
City Clerk

Cc: (via email)
Hon. Premier Ford
Hon. Provincial Members of Parliament 
Region of Waterloo
Province of Ontario
All Ontario Municipalities 
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October 30, 2023 

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario Delivered by email  
Premier’s Office, Room 281 premier@ontario.ca 
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON  M7A 1A1 

Dear Premier: 

Re: Town of Aurora Council Resolution of October 24, 2023 
Motion 10.1 – Councillor Kim; Re: Cannabis Retail Applications for the Town of 
Aurora 

Please be advised that this matter was considered by Council at its meeting held on 
October 24, 2023, and in this regard, Council adopted the following resolution: 

Whereas in January 2019, Council voted in favour of retail Cannabis in the Town of 
Aurora; and 

Whereas the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) is the legal body 
overseeing Cannabis Retail; and 

Whereas the Town of Aurora with geography of 7 km x 7 km and population of 
64,000 currently has 13 Cannabis retail stores and 1 authorized at the AGCO; and 

Whereas the long-
healthy lifestyle choices to complement a complete community; and 

Whereas many cannabis stores are within close proximity to schools and daycares 
which are inhabited by society’s most vulnerable; and 

regulation already has a precedent by limiting the number of grocery stores 
licensed to sell beer, wine, and cider to 450 and is currently not accepting any 
more applications; 

1.
Government of Ontario through its Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario 
(AGCO) no longer accepts any further cannabis retail applications for the Town 
of Aurora; and 

Legislative Services
Michael de Rond

905-726-4771
clerks@aurora.ca

Town of Aurora
100 John West Way, Box 1000

Aurora, ON L4G 6J1
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2.
of Ontario re-evaluate its “formula” on how many cannabis stores are 
permissible within the boundaries of a municipality, including but not limited to: 

a. Utilizing a cap or upper limit; 
b. Utilizing a population per capita formula; 
c. Utilizing a distance to the next cannabis retail store formula; and 

3. Be It Further Resolved That should the Government of Ontario revisit the retail 
Cannabis formula guiding the number of cannabis retail stores permissible in a 
municipality, that it would extend to all existing municipalities; and

4. Be It Further Resolved That a copy of this Motion be sent to the Honourable 

—Aurora; and the 
—Oak Ridges—Richmond Hill; and 

5. Be It Further Resolved That a copy of this Motion be sent to the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) and all Ontario municipalities for their 
consideration. 

The above is for your consideration and any attention deemed necessary. 

Yours sincerely,  

Michael de Rond 
Town Clerk 
The Corporation of the Town of Aurora 

MdR/lb 

Attachment (Council meeting extract) 

Copy: Hon. Doug Downey, Attorney General of Ontario 
Dawn Gallagher Murphy, MPP Newmarket—Aurora 
Hon. Michael Parsa, MPP Aurora—Oak Ridges—Richmond Hill 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
All Ontario Municipalities 
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