
 

ITEMS OF INFORMATION 

COUNCIL AGENDA – March 27, 2023 
 

Communications 

1. Haldimand County Provincial Offences Act Ticket Issuance Statistics 

2. Correspondence from the Ontario Federation of Agriculture Re: 
Energy Infrastructure Proposals in Ontario’s Agricultural Areas 

3. Correspondence from the Town of Essex Re: Resolution – 
Reinstatement of Legislation Permitting a Municipality to Retain 
Surplus Proceeds from Tax Sales 
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JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

69 121
16 19

By-law 307/02
By-law 302/02 (snow)
By-law 1534-15 Parks
By-law 41-74
By-law 38-74
By-law 11-79

Noise By-law 1435/14
Open Air Fires By-law 1662/16
EMCPA 7.0.11(2)(a)
Late Filed Part 1 Tickets these #'s not inlcuded in total

85 140 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
225

By-law 41-74
By-law 38-74
By-law 11-79

Noise By-law 1435/14
Property Standards By-law 730/06

Section 8(1) No Permit 
Section 12(2) Fail to 
Comply to Order

Open Air Fires 1662/16
Planning Act 562(67)(1) 1
Haldimand-Norfolk Tree By-law By-law 15-00
Fire Protection By-law 28(1)

By-law 307/02 18
By-law 302/02 (snow) 1

Parks By-law 1534/15
Site Alteration By-law By-law 1664/16

20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
20

1
6

Ministry of Revenue

57

Ministry of Housing

7 57 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
64

290
0

19
19

309Total of All 2022 Charges 

Ontario College of Trades
Health Protection Act

Total of all Charges Laid 
Other Enforcement Agency Total:

*Note: Total Charges (Excluding Parking) reflects what is recorded and reported regularly to 
Council (through the Council Information Package) and PSB for year-by-year historical trends. 
The historical trends spreadsheet does not capture parking tickets.

*Total Charges (Excluding Parking)
OPP Issued Parking Charges
Staff Issued Parking Charges

Total Parking Charges Issued

Welland & District Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (SPCA)
Ministry of Finance

Ministry of Transportation
Minstry of Environment 
Ministry of Labour

Ministry of Agriculture, Food & Rural Affairs

Parking By-laws (Part II)

Total of all Charges Laid 
Staff Total:

Summary of Charges Laid by Other Enforcement Agencies 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry

Discharge Firearms

Total of all Charges Laid 
OPP Total:

Summary of Charges Laid by County Staff

Discharge Firearms

Ontario Building Code Act, 1992

Comprehensive POA Stats - 2023
Legislation / By-law Reference

Summary of Charges Laid by OPP
Highway Traffic Act (Part I - ticket)
Highway Traffic Act (Part III - information)

Parking By-laws (Part II)
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March 2, 2023 
 

Mayor Shelley-Ann Bentley 

Haldimand County Council 

53 Thorburn Street South 

Cayuga, Ontario   N0A 1E0  

Via email: sbentley@haldimandcounty.on.ca  

 

 

Dear Mayor Bentley, 

 

Re:  Energy Infrastructure Proposals in Ontario’s Agricultural Areas 

 

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture, with the support of local farm businesses and the 

Haldimand County Federation of Agriculture, take this opportunity to provide Council with 

information and recommendations related to municipal support for locating proposed Hybrid 

Integrated Energy Projects that generate, store, upload and download electricity upon or near to 

agricultural lands.  

 

We urge Council to place a moratorium on municipal support for Hybrid Electricity Facilities until 

comprehensive studies can be completed by proponents, necessary to evaluate the potential 

health and safety impacts of a project on agriculture, farmland and agricultural systems, as well 

as any necessary mitigation strategies.  

 

We agree that energy storage may become a key factor in managing Ontario’s grid system. There 

are certain steps we can all support to ensure the safety of our environments, the continued 

viability of our agri-food sector, and continue to improve our energy systems. We hope local 

municipal governments will consider the agricultural perspective during review of such projects. 

 

About Ontario Federation of Agriculture: 

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) is the largest general farm organization in Ontario, 

proudly representing more than 38,000 farm family members across the province. OFA has a 

strong voice for our members and the agri-food industry on issues, legislation and regulations at 

all levels of government. We work to ensure the agri-food sector and our rural communities are 

included, consulted and considered in any new and changing legislation that impacts the 

sustainability and growth of our farm businesses. OFA is the leading agricultural advocate for 

Ontario farmers, their businesses and their communities. 

 

Ontario’s diverse and innovative agri-food sector is a powerhouse for the province – growing and 

producing more than 200 farm and food products, fuelling our rural communities and driving the 
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provincial economy by generating more than 750,000 jobs and contributing over $47 billion to 

Ontario’s annual GDP. Agriculture and agri-food businesses must be able to invest in their 

operations and diversify their products with confidence that farmlands will be available.  

 

Ontario farming is not sustainable if we continue to pave over farmlands. Farmers’ ability to feed 

our province and economy relies on knowing that encroaching development will be limited and 

not hinder their ability to farm and remain viable into the future. Council must consider this reality 

when making decisions about agricultural land loss to development for non-agricultural uses. 

 

OFA Position on Non-Agricultural Uses of Land:  

OFA believes that in prime agricultural areas, the only permitted uses should be agricultural uses, 

agriculture-related uses, on-farm diversified uses compatible with the surrounding agricultural 

operations and home-based businesses. 

 

Agricultural uses include general farming, livestock production, poultry operations, breeding, 

growing of crops, specialty cropping, market gardening, aquaculture, orchards, apiaries, 

greenhouses, horticulture, nurseries, agricultural research uses and woodlot/forestry. 

Other permitted uses include secondary farm operations such as grain drying, home occupations 

and bed and breakfast/farm vacation operations that are complimentary to and conducted on farm 

properties, and those commercial and industrial activities that are primarily related to agriculture 

and benefit from close proximity to farming operations. 

OFA believes that all other forms of industrial and commercial development are best located 

within existing industrial and commercial zones within urban settlement boundaries. New 

industrial or commercial development in agricultural areas triggers OMAFRA’s Minimum Distance 

Separation (MDS) formulae and limit a farmer’s potential for expansion.  

Keeping non-farm uses out of agricultural areas decreases infrastructure costs, reduces conflicts 

over slow-moving farm vehicles on roads and minimizes nuisance complaints (see Farming and 

Food Production Protection Act, section vii). 

 

Policy Considerations and Questions for Councils contemplating Hybrid Electricity 

Facilities: 

• Council should ensure that they have information on benefits/costs of proposal to understand 

the full scope of energy and storage projects (e.g., will the municipality benefit directly from 

this project at all). 

• Whether or not a non-farm company owns targeted land – we recommend council conduct 

due diligence to ensure proceeding with the proposal strives to protect agriculture and farm 

operations. 

• The Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO), as the entity that conducted the Request 

for Proposal for Renewable Energy Generation With Battery Storage, encourages projects 
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within certain preferred areas (e.g., where local reliability needs are met and transmission 

constraints permit connections).  

From a project proponents view, the ideal location is as close to a preferred connection point 

as possible, to reduce their capital costs. Alternative sites should be assessed or proposed 

without taking farmland out of production. 

• Where/who does a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) proposal serve? Councils may 

want to consider: 

o whether the local community benefit from the installation at the proposed site, and 

o whether other farm operations/industries benefit from proximity to the proposed BESS. 

 

OFA recommends council seek assurances from the IESO related to their procurement of 

Renewable Energy Generation with Battery Storage, throughout Ontario, and specifically in this 

area. Areas of concern for consideration include;  

• safety aspects of these types of storage facilities,  

• clean-up processes should a failure compromise the environment,  

• how IESO and the Ontario Government will ensure facility owner financial responsibility for 

o any failure that might occur, and 

o decommissioning and site rehabilitation at the expiry of procurement agreements. 

• adverse impacts to neighbouring farm operations,  

• ensuring the protection of agriculture and farmers’ rights.  

 

Included with this letter are a number of Ontario Government policies and regulations, and OFA 

fact sheets you may want to review as you contemplate electricity battery storage systems and 

other Hybrid Electricity Facilities.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to consider the concerns expressed in this letter. We are pleased 

to meet with Council to discuss or expand on topics related to the review of these or other types 

of developments that impact the sustainability of Ontario’s agrifood sector.  

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Peggy Brekveld 
President  
 
 
cc: OFA Board of Directors 

Henk Lise, President, Haldimand Federation of Agriculture   
Charlotte Huitema, Secretary, Haldimand Federation of Agriculture   
Larry Davis, Regional Director, Zone 3 
Will Stoneman, Member Service Representative, Zone 3 
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Relevant Ontario Regulations, Guidelines and Policies 

1. What is the justification for using lands in the prime agricultural area? Provincial Policy 

Statement (PPS, 2020) Policy 2.3.6 Non-Agricultural Uses in Prime Agricultural Areas states: 

2.3.6.1 Planning authorities may only permit non-agricultural use in prime agricultural areas… 

b) limited non-residential uses, provided that all of the following are demonstrated:  

1. the land does not comprise a specialty crop area; 

2. the proposed use complies with minimum distance separation [MDS] formulae; 

3. there is an identified need within the planning horizon provided for in PPS policy 1.1.2 

for additional land to be designated to accommodate the proposed use; and  

4. alternative locations have been evaluated, and 

I. there are no reasonable locations which avoid prime agricultural areas; and 

II. there are no reasonable alternative locations in prime agricultural areas with lower 

priority agricultural lands.” 

2.3.6.2 Impacts from any new or expanding non-agricultural uses on surrounding agricultural 

operations and lands are to be mitigated to the extent feasible. 

 

2. The OMAFRA Guidelines on Permitted Uses in Ontario’s Prime Agricultural Areas (2016) 

expands on the policies in the PPS (2020) and provides more detail on the “demonstration of 

need” and “alternative locations” criteria for non-agricultural uses of land in prime agricultural 

areas (see Sections 3.2.2 and 3.2.3 of the Guidelines). It also further explains the expectations 

for impact mitigation in more detail (see Section 3.2.4 of the Guidelines). 

 

3. PPS (2020) Policy 2.3.3.2 states that “In prime agricultural areas, all types, sizes and 

intensities of agricultural uses and normal farm practices shall be promoted and protected in 

accordance with provincial standards.” How will we ensure that neighbouring farm operations 

and their normal farm practices are protected, and any negative impacts to them are avoided, 

minimized, or mitigated? 

 

4. Council should request environmental assessments related to air quality, water quality and 

quantity, noise, lighting, waste management and disposal, and others, are conducted to make 

community aware of potential impacts, and propose measures to avoid and manage these 

(e.g., buffers). 

 

5. Proponent should prove compliance with Minimum Distance Separation (MDS). To calculate 

MDS, all affected livestock farmers, or those with manure storages or anaerobic digestors in 

the surrounding area should be directly engaged to gather accurate information (e.g., herd 

size, types and ages of livestock, quality of manure) to calculate the MDS correctly. Farmers 

should be directly engaged in this process as incorrect MDS calculations may diminish their 

opportunity to expand their operations in the future.  

 

6. OFA strongly recommends Council request proponents undertake an Agricultural Impact 

Assessment (AIA) at their cost. An AIA is a tool to identify and evaluate the impacts of non-

agricultural uses to avoid, and where avoidance is not possible, minimize and mitigate impacts 
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on agriculture (i.e., evaluate sites outside of agricultural areas, and if not possible then design 

farm-friendly development). An AIA can help achieve policy outcomes for infrastructure and 

other non-agricultural uses, relative to PPS (2020) policies 2.3.1, 2.3.6, and 1.6.8.5.  

 

7. Require any proponent to pay for Uncontrolled Ground Current (i.e., ‘stray voltage’) testing 

before beginning the development to understand what the baseline existence of stray voltage 

is on neighbouring farms. Also require a commitment that should a farmer experience stray 

voltage after the development is complete, that any proponent will be responsible for testing 

and mitigation, related to the battery storage site contribution to the stray voltage. See OFA 

Fact Sheet on Understanding Uncontrolled Electricity. 

 

8. Consider rights-of-way and easements, and compensation principles and practices, for 

affected farmers (e.g., property damage). Please see the link to OFA Fact Sheet on Land 

Easements and Acquisitions Under Infrastructure Projects for more information.  

 

References and Resources: 

OFA Consolidated Agricultural Land Use Policy (2021) 

OFA Fact Sheet on Understanding Uncontrolled Electricity  

OFA Land Easements and Acquisitions Under Infrastructure Projects Fact Sheet (2022) 

OMAFRA Draft Agricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) Guidance Document (2018) 

OMAFRA Guidelines on Permitted Uses in Prime Agricultural Areas (2016) Publication 851         

(S. 3.2 Limited Non-Agricultural Uses in Prime Agricultural Areas) 

Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) 2020  

The Farming and Food Production Protection Act (FFPPA) and Nuisance Complaints 

The Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) Document: Formulae and Guidelines for Livestock 

Facility and Anaerobic Digester Odour Setbacks Publication 853 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF ESSEX 
33 Talbot Street South, Essex, Ontario, N8M 1A8 

p: 519.776.7336   f: 519.776.8811  |  essex.ca 

 

 

Honourabale Steve Clark 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
College Park 17th Floor, 777 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

March 22, 2023 

RE: The Reinstatement of Legislation Permitting a Municipality to Retain Surplus Proceeds from 
Tax Sales 

Dear Honourable Steve Clark, 

At its Regular Council Meeting held on March 6, 2023, Mayor Bondy brought forward a Notice 
of Motion for Council’s consideration regarding the reinstatement of previous legislation 
permitting a municipality to retain surplus proceeds from tax sales. It was discussed that, prior 
to being repealed by the Modernizing Ontario’s Municipal Legislation Act, 2017, Section 
380(6) of the Municipal Act, 2001 allowed for a municipality to retain surplus proceeds from 
tax sales within their jurisdiction. It was further noted that the Public Tax Sale process is 
burdensome to a municipality who invest a considerable amount of time and money 
recovering these proceeds for the potential sole benefit of the Crown in Right of Ontario. 

As a result of this discussion, Council passed the following resolution: 

R23-03-081 
Moved by: Mayor Bondy 
Seconded by: Councillor Allard  

That Council direct Administration to send a letter to all relevant taxation bodies, including 
the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, the Ministry of Finance, Essex County Council, MPP Anthony 
Leardi, Association of the Municipalities of Ontario and all other municipalities in Ontario 
urging them to re-instate previous legislation that permitted a Municipality to apply for and 
retain the surplus proceeds from a tax sale in their jurisdiction. 

Carried 

I trust you will find this satisfactory. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact the undersigned. 

Yours truly, 

 

Shelley Brown 
Acting Clerk 
sbrown@essex.ca 
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c.c. Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance 
minister.fin@ontario.ca 

Mary Birch, Interim Chief Administrative Officer 
mbirch@countyofessex.ca 

Anthony Leardi, MPP 
anthony.leardi@pc.ola.org 

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (“AMO”) 
resolutions@amo.on.ca 

All other municipalities in Ontario 
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