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Communications 

1. Correspondence from the Town of Grimsby Re: Resolution – Barriers 
for Women in Politics 

2. Correspondence from the Niagara Region Re: Motion Respecting 
Declarations of Emergency for Homelessness, Mental Health and 
Opioid Addiction 

3. Correspondence from the Municipality of Trent Lakes Re: Resolution 
– Oath of Office 
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       The Corporation of the Town of Grimsby 
          Administration 
          Office of the Town Clerk 
          160 Livingston Avenue, Grimsby, ON L3M 0J5 
          Phone: 905-945-9634 Ext. 2171 | Fax: 905-945-5010 
          Email: bdunk@grimsby.ca 
 

February 24, 2023 
 

SENT VIA E-MAIL 
 

Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queen's Park 
Toronto ON M7A 1A1 
 
Attention: Doug Ford, Premier 
 
Dear Mr. Ford 

RE: Barriers for Women in Politics 

Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Grimsby at its meeting 

held on February 21, 2023 passed the following resolution: 

C-23-055 

Moved by: Councillor DiFlavio; Seconded by: Councillor Freake 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Grimsby values equality and inclusivity in all areas of life, including 

politics; 

WHEREAS, women have historically been underrepresented in politics, and continue to 

face barriers and discrimination in their pursuit of elected office; 

WHEREAS, misogyny and harassment have been identified as significant challenges for 

women in politics, both in Canada and around the world; 

WHEREAS, the Town of Grimsby believes that all individuals have the right to participate in 

a political environment that is free from discrimination, harassment, and misogyny; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Grimsby expresses its support for 

women in politics and their right to participate in a political environment that is free from 

misogyny and harassment, and where everyone feels equal. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Grimsby commits to taking steps to ensure 

that our political environment is inclusive and welcoming to all individuals, regardless of 

gender, race, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or other identity factors. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Grimsby encourages other municipalities in 

Ontario and across Canada to join us in supporting women in politics and promoting gender 

equality in all areas of society. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to all Ontario 

Municipalities for endorsement, the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing, Grimsby's MP and MPP, and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario to 

express the Town of Grimsby's commitment to this issue and encourage action at the 

provincial level to create legislation to ensure equality, safety, and security. 

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 

If you require any additional information, please let me know.  

Regards, 

 

Bonnie Nistico-Dunk 
Town Clerk 

 
cc. 
All Ontario Municipalities  
Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Dean Allison, MP – Niagara West 
Sam Oosterhoff, MPP – Niagara West 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario  
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Administration 
Office of the Regional Clerk 
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, PO Box 1042, Thorold, ON  L2V 4T7 
Telephone: 905-980-6000  Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215  Fax: 905-687-4977 
www.niagararegion.ca 
 
 

February 24, 2023 
CL 3-2023, February 23, 2023 

PHSSC 2-2023, February 14, 2023 
COM-C 14-2023, February 14, 2023 

  
DISTRIBUTION LIST 
 
SENT ELECTRONICALLY 
 
Motion Respecting Declarations of Emergency for Homelessness, Mental Health and 
Opioid Addiction 
COM-C 14-2023 

Regional Council, at its meeting held on February 23, 2023, passed the following 
recommendation, as amended, of its Public Health and Social Services Committee: 

Whereas Niagara Regional Council acknowledges that the challenges of homelessness, 
mental health and the opioid crisis are exceptionally complex issues that have a 
measurable and significantly detrimental impact on the residents of the Niagara region, 
including the loss of life; 

Whereas addressing these issues places extreme stress on upper and lower-tier 
municipal programs and services, the Niagara Regional Police, Niagara Health, 
Emergency Medical Services and various non-profit service providers across the region; 

Whereas the challenges of homelessness, mental health and opioids have seen a trend 
of becoming more prevalent in recent years and continue to have a significant impact on 
the Niagara community; 

Whereas Niagara Region, through the staff in Community Services and Public Health, 
has taken many steps to address these issues with the development and provision of 
best-practice programming designed to mitigate their impact on the community; 

Whereas Niagara Regional Council acknowledges that the challenges of homelessness, 
mental health and the opioid crisis are intrinsically diverse and should not be viewed as 
a single monolithic problem; 

Whereas addressing these challenges will require strategies and tactics that are 
specifically designed for each of the unique issues; 

Whereas Niagara Region accepts that the responsibility to address these challenges 
rests with multiple stakeholders, including the provincial government and its agencies; 
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Motion Respecting Declarations of Emergency for Homelessness, Mental Health and 
Opioid Addiction 
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Whereas 26 Niagara agencies within the Region, including Public Health and 
Emergency Medical Services, have collaboratively developed a Substance Use 
Prevention Strategy known as the Opioid Prevention and Education Network of Niagara, 
and are actively implementing it; 

Whereas Niagara Region is a “Built for Zero” community that has accurate and timely 
data regarding its homeless population and delivers programs and services targeted for 
strategically helping those individuals experiencing homelessness; 

Whereas the challenges of homelessness, mental health and opioid addiction are found 
throughout the entire province of Ontario and are not unique to Niagara; 

Whereas Niagara Regional Council recognizes that municipal emergencies in Ontario 
are declared by the head of council as per the process detailed in the Emergency 
Management and Civil Protections Act; and 

Whereas Niagara Regional Council acknowledges that the declaration of an emergency 
does not immediately result in a municipality receiving any additional funds or resources 
from senior levels of government. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

1. That the Regional Chair BE DIRECTED to formally issue three separate 
declarations of emergency, in the areas of homelessness, mental health and opioid 
addiction, as per the procedure outlined in the Emergency Management and Civil 
Protection Act; 

2. That the Regional Chair BE DIRECTED to send correspondence to the Provincial 
Government requesting that action be taken on the eight measures proposed by the 
Association of Local Public Health Agencies (as previously endorsed by Regional 
Council on June 23, 2022), including: 

a. Creation of a multi-sectoral task force to guide the development of a robust 
provincial opioid response plan that will ensure necessary resourcing, policy 
change, and health and social system coordination; 

b. Expanding access to evidence informed harm reduction programs and practices 
including lifting the provincial cap of 21 Consumption and Treatment Service 
(CTS) Sites, funding Urgent Public Health Needs Sites (UPHNS) and scaling up 
safer supply options; 

c. Revision of the current CTS model to address the growing trends of opioid 
poisoning amongst those who are using inhalation methods; 

d. Expanding access to opioid agonist therapy for opioid use disorder through a 
range of settings (e.g. mobile outreach, primary care, emergency departments, 
Rapid Access to Addiction Medicine Clinics), and a variety of medication options; 
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Motion Respecting Declarations of Emergency for Homelessness, Mental Health and 
Opioid Addiction 
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e. Providing a long-term financial commitment to create more affordable and 

supportive housing for people in need, including people with substance use 
disorders; 

f. Addressing the structural stigma and harms that discriminate against people who 
use drugs, through provincial support and advocacy to the Federal government 
to decriminalize personal use and possession of substances and ensure 
increased investments in health and social services at all levels; 

g. Increasing investments in evidence-informed substance use prevention and 
mental health promotion initiatives that provide foundational support for the 
health, safety and well-being of individuals, families, and neighbourhoods, 
beginning from early childhood; and 

h. Funding additional and dedicated positions for public health to support the critical 
coordination and leadership of local opioid and substance abuse strategies; 

3. That the Regional Chair BE DIRECTED to send correspondence to the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing requesting action be taken to correct the funding 
allocation model for homelessness based on the results of Auditor General’s 2021 
report which found that provincial funding in this area is incorrect; 

4. That the Regional Chair BE DIRECTED to send correspondence to the Ministry of 
Health and the CEO of Ontario Health requesting that the province immediately 
commit to fully funding gaps in mental health service as have been identified in the 
Needs Based Planning project by Niagara Ontario Health Team’s Mental Health and 
Addictions Working Group, as well as funding ongoing annual increases as required 
by inflation and population need; 

5. That the Regional Chair BE DIRECTED to send correspondence to Federal Minister 
of Justice and Attorney General, David Lametti, and Federal Minister of Health, 
Jean-Yves Duclos, reaffirming Regional Council’s October 22, 2020 motion urging 
the Federal government convene a task force to explore the legal regulation and 
decriminalization of all drugs in Canada; 

6. That the Regional Chair BE DIRECTED to send correspondence to the Association 
of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) requesting that targeted advocacy be conducted 
in these areas, including the development of a singular motion that can be ratified by 
municipal councils across Ontario calling on the province to take immediate action; 

7. That Niagara Region, through its Public Health and Social Services Committee, 
URGE the federal government to declare homelessness as a humanitarian crisis; 
and 
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8. That this motion BE CIRCULATED to the local area municipalities, all 

municipalities in Ontario, the Federation of Canadian Municipalties (FCM), 
and local MPs and MPPs. 

Yours truly, 

 
Ann-Marie Norio 
Regional Clerk 
:kl 
 
CLK-C 2023-019 
 
 
Distribution List: 
  Local Area Municipalities 
  All Ontario Municipalities 
  Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
  Chris Bittle, Member of Parliament, St. Catharines 
  Vance Badawey, Member of Parliament, Niagara Centre 
  Tony Baldinelli, Member of Parliament, Niagara Falls 
  Dean Allison, Member of Parliament, Niagara West 
  Jennie Stevens, Member of Provincial Parliament, St. Catharines 
  Jeff Burch, Member of Provincial Parliament, Niagara Centre 
  Wayne Gates, Member of Provincial Parliament, Niagara Falls 
  Sam Oosterhoff, Member of Provincial Parliament, Niagara West 
 

Page 6 of 8



 

1 

 

                           
760 Peterborough County Road 36, Trent Lakes, ON K0M 1A0  Tel 705-738-3800 Fax 705-738-3801 
 

 

 

February 28, 2023 
 

Via email only 
 
To:  The Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

minister.mah@ontario.ca  
The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
doug.fordco@pc.ola.org  
The Honourable Dave Smith, MPP Peterborough-Kawartha 
dave.smithco@pc.ola.org 

 The Honourable Michelle Ferreri, MP Peterborough-Kawartha 
michelle.ferreri@parl.gc.ca 
Curve Lake First Nation 
audreyp@curvelake.ca 
The Association of Municipalities Ontario 
amo@amo.on.ca  

  
 
Re: Oath of Office 
 
Please be advised that during their Regular Council meeting held February 21, 
2023, Council passed the following resolution: 
 

Resolution No. R2023-119 
 
Moved by Councillor Franzen 

Seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Armstrong 

 

Whereas most municipalities in Ontario have a native land acknowledgement in 
their opening ceremony; and 

Whereas a clear reference to the rights of Indigenous people is the aim of 
advancing Truth and Reconciliation; and 

Whereas Call to Action 94 of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada called upon the Government of Canada to replace the wording of the 
Oath of Citizenship to include the recognition of the laws of Canada including 
Treaties with Indigenous Peoples; and 

Whereas on June 21, 2021 an Act to amend The Citizenship Act received royal 
assent to include clear reference to the rights of Indigenous peoples aimed at 
advancing the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action within the 
broader reconciliation framework; and 
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Whereas the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada outlines specific 
calls to action for municipal governments in Canada to act on, including 
education and collaboration; 

Therefore be it resolved that Council request to the Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing that the following changes be made to the municipal oath of office: I 
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty King Charles III and that I 
will faithfully observe the laws of Canada including the Constitution, which 
recognizes and affirms the Aboriginal and treaty rights of First Nations, Inuit and 
Metis peoples; and further 

That this resolution be forwarded to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO), all Ontario municipalities, MPP Dave Smith, MP Michelle Ferreri, Premier 
Doug Ford and Curve Lake First Nation. 

 
Carried. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mayor and Council of the Municipality of Trent Lakes 

Cc: All Ontario municipalities 
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