
ITEMS OF INFORMATION

COUNCIL AGENDA – January 21, 2019

Communications

1. Haldimand County Provincial Offences Act Ticket Issuance Statistics
2. Grand River Conservation Authority Re: Members Attendance for January 1

- December 31, 2018
3. Ontario Farmland Trust's Submission on Bill 66, Restoring Ontario's

Competitiveness Act, 2018
4. Town of Georgina Bill 66 - Restoring Ontario's Competitiveness Act
5. Letter from Minister Steve Clark Re: Municipal Reporting Burden
6. Township of Mattice – Val Cote Council resolution - Declaration of office
7. Town of Kearney Council Resolution Re Voters' List for Municipal Elections
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JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

121 171 175 265 263 242 277 258 146 194 235 262

28 7 25 18 61 22 25 20 16 8 13 11

By-law 307/02 3 3 1 1 6 12 7 5 4 5

By-law 302/02 (snow) 32 78 12 39 50

By-law 41-74

By-law 38-74

By-law 11-79

Noise By-law 1435/14

Open Air Fires By-law 1662/16

Late Filed Part 1 Tickets these #'s not inlcuded in total 2 0 7 0 1 0 3 4 0 0 0 1

184 259 212 283 325 265 308 290 169 207 291 328

3121

By-law 41-74

By-law 38-74

By-law 11-79

Noise By-law 1435/14

Property Standards By-law 730/06 1

Section 8(1) No Permit 

Section 12(2) Fail to 

Comply to Order

Open Air Fires 1662/16 1

Planning Act 562(67)(1) 8

Haldimand-Norfolk Tree By-law By-law 15-00 2

Salvage yard / Scrap Metal Bins By-law 1507/15

By-law 307/02 43 55 22 5 149 146 147 105 17 5 10 5

By-law 302/02 (snow) 22 2

By-law 1534/15 (parks) 3 8 2 15 0 2

65 60 23 5 152 154 149 120 17 13 12 5

775

2 2 3 3 3 38 22 2 1 2

3 2 2 1 1 1

6 7 2 4

Ministry of Revenue

2 19

2 6 5 1

Ministry of Housing 4

2 5 12 12 13 7 43 25 22 2 0 3
146

3021

258

763

1021

4042

Comprehensive POA Stats - 2018
Legislation / By-law Reference

Summary of Charges Laid by OPP
Highway Traffic Act (Part I - ticket)

Highway Traffic Act (Part III - information)

Parking By-laws (Part II)

Discharge Firearms

Total of all Charges Laid 

OPP Total:

Summary of Charges Laid by County Staff

Discharge Firearms

Parking By-laws (Part II)

Ontario Building Code Act, 1992

Total of all Charges Laid 

Staff Total:

Summary of Charges Laid by Other Enforcement Agencies 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Welland & District Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals (SPCA)

Ministry of Finance

Ministry of Transportation

Minstry of Environment 

Ministry of Labour

Ministry of Agriculture, Food & Rural Affairs

Ontario College of Trades

Health Protection Act
Total of all Charges Laid 

Other Enforcement Agency Total:

*Note: Total Charges (Excluding Parking) reflects what is recorded and reported regularly to 

Council (through the Council Information Package) and PSB for year-by-year historical trends.  

The historical trends spreadsheet does not capture parking tickets.

*Total Charges (Excluding Parking)

OPP Issued Parking Charges

Staff Issued Parking Charges

Total Parking Charges Issued

Total of All 2018 Charges 
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January 15, 2019 

 

Michael Helfinger 

Intergovernmental Policy Coordination Unit 

900 Bay Street, Hearst Block, 7th floor 

Toronto, ON 

M6H 4L1 

 

RE: EBR Registry # 013-4293 for input on the proposed Bill 66, Restoring Ontario’s 

Competitiveness Act, 2018 

 

Ontario Farmland Trust (OFT) is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to protect and 

preserve Ontario farmlands and associated agricultural, natural, and cultural features of the 

countryside. OFT achieves this through direct land securement, stewardship, policy research and 

education to benefit all Ontarians. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit feedback on the proposed Bill 66, Restoring Ontario’s 

Competitiveness Act, 2018. OFT has played an active stakeholder role in the development of 

policies that support a prosperous, sustainable and permanent farm sector, including those 

contained in the Growth Plan, Greenbelt Plan, and Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan. In an 

effort to continue working with the Province to develop responsible planning policies that 

support the agri-food sector, OFT has detailed its concerns regarding Schedule 10 of the 

proposed Bill 66, Restoring Ontario’s Competitiveness Act, 2018, in the following document. 

Ontario’s agri-food sector is a major economic engine for the province. In terms of job creation 

and economic growth, a 2018 report confirmed that the agri-food sector contributes over $39 

billion to Ontario’s GDP and employs more than 820,000 Ontarians in the supply chain [1]. This 

contribution is overwhelmingly significant in rural areas, where roughly 12% of the GDP and 

10% of rural jobs are attributed to the farm sector [2]. Ontario is also positioned favourably to 

attract agricultural and manufacturing investment because it is a global leader in the agri-food 

industry and houses one of the largest agri-food hubs in North America. This, in turn, generates 

growth in employment and GDP.  

OFT believes that, as currently written, the Open-for-Business Zoning By-law proposed within 

Schedule 10 of Bill 66 places the agri-food sector and its substantial economic benefits at an 

unacceptable level of risk. If adopted it will jeopardize the economic contributions of the agri-

food sector and expose rural areas to greater economic vulnerability. As such, OFT 

recommends that Schedule 10 be removed from Bill 66. It is critical that all Acts that protect 

the permanency, health, productivity, and profitability of Ontario’s farmland and the agri-food 

sector are retained in full and without exception. 
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The following sections provide greater detail regarding Schedule 10’s threats to the farm sector 

and suggests alternative actions to improve the province’s business environment while attracting 

agri-food investment. 

 Threats to the Farm Sector 

Schedule 10 of Bill 66 and the Open-for-Business Zoning By-law (OFB-ZBL) could open up for 

development farmland that is either currently protected (e.g. through the Greenbelt Plan) or is 

outside of projected municipal growth areas.  

This negatively impacts the agricultural sector in a number of ways. Schedule 10 of Bill 66: 

• Threatens to pave over and permanently destroy productive farmland. Only 5% of 

the Canadian land base is prime agricultural land, the majority of which is in southern 

Ontario and contributes to the success of the Province’s agri-food sector. Ontario is 

already losing 175 acres of farmland every day, a rate that could increase under the 

proposed OFB-ZBL. The loss of this land to non-agricultural uses is irreversible and 

negatively impacts Ontario’s economy, food security, and agri-food investment potential.  

• Risks farmland fragmentation and the dismantling of the agricultural system. A 

successful agri-food sector relies on a healthy farm sector, which requires access to a 

contiguous agricultural land base with a system of supportive infrastructure, agricultural 

services, distributors, and processors. This requirement is recognized by, and is being 

addressed through, ongoing municipal-level processes to implement the Agricultural 

System for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. Development approvals outside of strategic 

growth areas that are delineated in Official Plans and in conformity with the Provincial 

Policy Statement, Growth Plan, Greenbelt Plan, etc. will fragment and destroy the 

systems required by the farm sector. As farmland and the agricultural system is 

fragmented by conflicting land uses, the viability of agricultural enterprises and the agri-

food sector is reduced or eliminated.  

• Will dramatically inflate farmland prices as speculation and land banking increases 

and further reduce affordability for farmers. Sustaining large swaths of contiguous, 

affordable farmland is crucial because land ownership provides the long-term, land use 

certainty that is required for farmers to make investments in their property and business. 

This contributes to a stronger agri-food sector and more attractive investment 

environment.  

• Introduces conflicting land uses adjacent to land used for agricultural purposes. 

This disadvantages both producers and those on adjacent properties because of the nature 

of agricultural activity, which generates noise, odours, and dust, and involves the use of 

slow-moving farm machinery and hazardous materials. Ultimately, introducing 

incompatible land uses makes it more difficult for farmers to continue running financially 
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sustainable farm businesses, can interrupt normal farm practices, and can create conflict 

with neighbors.  

• Re-introduces uncertainty around the permanent protection of land for agriculture 

and agribusiness. Uncertainty about the ongoing protection of land for agriculture 

discourages investment in agriculture and leads to a deterioration in the resource and the 

agricultural community associated with it. Given that the best agricultural land is largely 

located in areas experiencing growth pressures, this uncertainty and the resultant 

reluctance to invest in agribusiness, will weaken the agri-food sector. Furthermore, the 

lack of public consultation will result in farmers being unable to provide feedback, 

challenge decisions, and advocate for the ongoing viability of their business.  

• Increases the agricultural sector’s vulnerability to the adverse effects of climate 

change. Studies in Ontario indicate that the effects of climate change will be dramatically 

different across the province and that heat and water stress will likely have negative 

impacts on agricultural productivity [3,4]. The agricultural and natural lands threatened 

by the proposed OFB-ZBL help to offset these negative impacts by providing services 

including carbon storage and flood management. Re-introduced land use uncertainty 

would also reduce farmers’ incentive to invest in on-farm adaptive and mitigative 

technologies and practices. 

Actions to Improve Ontario’s Business Environment 

As currently proposed, the OFB-ZBL is unnecessary and does not appropriately solve the issues 

it seeks to address.  

Numerous studies report that there is already enough employment land designated for 

growth out to 2031 and beyond, meaning the provisions within the OFB-ZBL meant to open up 

land previously unavailable for development are unnecessary. For example, a 2017 Neptis 

Report notes that 85% or 87,440 ha of Designated Greenfield Area in the Greater Golden 

Horseshoe is unbuilt [5], and a 2017 study from Simcoe County indicated that across its 16 

municipalities, there were 1,514 ha of excess employment lands to accommodate anticipated 

growth out to 2031 [6]. These planning horizons can be extended well beyond 2031 when growth 

is managed through intensification [7].   

Existing planning resources, including Official Plans, already allow municipalities to 

respond to employment opportunities on currently designated lands and direct growth in a 

strategic and appropriate manner. Municipal polices are developed based on substantive 

amounts of work supported by public consultation and should not be pre-empted by the OFB-

ZBL.  

The proposed OFB-ZBL disregards the importance and necessity of coordinated, 

comprehensive planning to maintain and protect the integrity of regional systems, 
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including the agricultural system. Current provincial policies address strategic planning 

processes at a regional level and should not be bypassed or undermined under any condition.  

While the OFT is opposed to the currently proposed Open-for-Business Zoning By-law we 

acknowledge that there are other actions that can be taken to improve the business environment 

in the province and attract investment in the agri-food sector, which include: 

• Coordinating the actions of provincial ministries so they work as a team to facilitate 

appropriate development  

• Adopting an online ‘single portal’ approach to planning applications, approvals, and 

communications between government agencies and applicants 

• Providing greater recognition and promotion of the agri-food sector as an economic 

engine in the province 

• Promoting job creation and investment opportunities that recognize and support 

agricultural business potential in rural areas. Farmland is rural employment land and 

employment in one sector should not place jobs at risk in another, which is the current 

reality of Schedule 10 given the risks it will create for agricultural viability.  

• Creating land-use certainty by using existing planning or policy tools to permanently 

protect critical sector resources including farmland and the agricultural system.   

The OFT is eager to work with the provincial government to achieve this vision. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to share our recommendations and feedback on the proposed Bill 

66, Restoring Ontario’s Competitiveness Act, 2018. We believe that Ontario has an opportunity 

to position itself as a national and global leader in strategies that blend environmental/farmland 

protection and economic growth and is capable of setting an example of how economic 

prosperity need not be at the expense of the environment. We invite discussion and welcome any 

questions you might have regarding our submission. We look forward to working with you 

further. 

 

Most Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Kathryn Enders 

Executive Director 

Ontario Farmland Trust 
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26557 Civic Centre Road

Keswick, Ontario L4P 3G'1

905-476-4301

GEORGINA
Council Resolution
Januarv 16,2019

Moved by Councillor Neeson, Seconded by Councillor Harding

RESOLUTION NO. C -2019 -0021

WHEREAS the Provincial Government introduced Bil¡ 66 entitled "Restoring Ontario's

Competitiveness Act" on the final day of sitting in the 2018 Ontario Legislature, December 6th,

2018 and;

WHEREAS significant concerns have been communicated regarding schedule 10, among

other schedulel contained therein by residents, community leaders, legal and environmental

organizations such as the Canadian Environmental Law Association (CELA), EcoJustice,

EÑ¡ronmental Defence Canada, Ontario Nature, South Lake Simcoe Naturalists, The Simcoe

County Greenbelt Coalition, The David Suzuki Foundation, AWARE-Simcoe, Lake Simcoe

Watch and the North Gwillimbury Forest Alliance that provisions within Bill 66 will weaken

environmental protection, undermine democratic processes and potentially endanger public

health and;

WHEREAS provisions of B¡ll 66 allow for an "Open for Business" bylaw, which may be

approved without any public consultation of the citizens of the Town of Georgina and;

WHEREAS provisions of Bill 66 allow an "Open for Business Bylaw" which would permit major

development in the Town of Georgina which most notably would no longer have to have any

legislative regard for certain sections of:
o The Planning Act
o The Provincial Policy Statement
o The Clean Water Act
o The Great Lakes Protection Act
o The Greenbelt Act
o The Lake Simcoe Protection Act
. The Oak Ridges Moraine Conseruation Act and;

WHEREAS the Town of Georgina remains committed to source water protection, The Lake

Simcoe Protection Acf, the integrity of the Greenbelt and it understands the benefits for
protecting these features in support of our local economy and quality of life, and

WHEREAS notwithstanding the potential future adoption of Bill 66, that the Town of Georgina

will continue to remain committed to making sound decision regarding resource and

environmental preservation that remain consistent with the Glean Water Act, 2006, the
provincial Policy Statement and other legislative tools which provide for good planning, while

balancing the nêed for economic development and providing environmental and public health

protection;
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NOW THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED THAT the Town of Georgina strongly recommends
that schedule 10 of Bill 66 be immediately abandoned or withdrawn by the Ontario
Government and;

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT The Town of Georgina declares that notwithstanding
the potentialfuture adoption of Bill66, the Town of Georgina's Councilwill not exercise the
powers granted to it in schedule 10 or any successor schedules or sections to pass an
"open for business planning bylaw" without a minimum of two (02) public meetings which
shall be advertised twenty (20) days in advance in the Georgina Advocate or its successor,
and also shall be advertised in any other local media resource that is widely available to
the public in the Town of Georgina, by way of bylaw and;

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT staff be directed to draft such a bylaw for Council's
consideration should Bill 66 be given royal assent and be given force and effect and;

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Town of Georgina requests the Province of
Ontario to release draft criteria and draft regulations, and to provide a commenting period
in advance of consideration by the legislature, and;

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this motion be sent to the Honourable Doug
Ford, Premier of Ontario, the Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs, Andrea
Honruath, MPP and Leader of the Official Opposition and the Ontario NDP Party, MPP John
Fraser, lnterim Leader of the Ontario Liberal Party, MPP and Leader of the Green Party of
Ontario, Mike Schreiner, the Honourable Caroline Mulroney, MPP York-Simcoe, Attorney
General and Minster Responsible for Francophone Affairs and;

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this motion be sent to the Association of
Municipalities Ontario (AMO), all MPP's in the Province of Ontario and all Municipalities in
Ontario for their consideration.

A recorded vote was requested; the Deputy Clerk recorded the vote as follows:

Mayor euirk F 
NAY

Councillor Waddington X
Councillor Neeson X
Councillor Sebo X
Councillor Harding X
Regional Councillor Grossi X
Councillor Fellini X

Yea-S Nay-2

Carried.
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From: Cindy Filmore [mailto:cindy.filmore@townofkearney.ca]  
Sent: Friday, November 23, 2018 1:55 PM 
Subject: Council Resolution re Voters' List for Municipal Elections 
 
Good afternoon,  
 
In light of the recent municipal election, the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Kearney passed the following 
resolution in regard to the creation, maintenance and general quality of the Municipal Voters’ List: 
 

Resolution # 
10.(d)(iii)/21/11/2018                                                                                                                                          

 

WHEREAS concern over the quality of the Municipal Voters’ List is not a new phenomenon; 

AND WHEREAS in 2012, the Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario 

(AMCTO) published a “Voters’ List Position Paper” and since that time has been advocating for 

transformational changes to the way that Ontario creates and maintains the Voters’ List for municipal 

elections;  

AND WHEREAS the Preliminary List of Electors which forms the Voters’ List in Ontario is supplied by 

data from the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC); 

AND WHEREAS despite the incremental changes made by MPAC, MPAC has a limited ability to fix 

the currency and accuracy issues that impairs the current process and the Voters’ List continues to 

be flawed with data inaccuracies and outdated information; 

AND WHEREAS a transformational solution to the way that the Voters’ List is created and managed 

is required; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Kearney 

supports the re-establishment of the multi-stakeholder working group between the Ministry of 

Municipal Affairs, Ministry of Finance, AMCTO, MPAC and Elections Ontario in exploring and 

identifying ways to create and maintain the Voters’ List for Municipal Elections; 

AND FURTHER Council requests an update be provided from this ‘Voters’ List Working Group’ on 

the transformational solutions being discussed; 

AND FURTHER that this resolution be circulated to all Ontario Municipalities for their consideration 

and support. 

CARRIED 
We hope that this resolution will be of interest to your Municipality, and that you will support this endeavour moving 
forward.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Cindy Filmore 
Senior Office Assistant 
Town of Kearney 
Ph# (705) 636-7752 
Fax (705) 636-0527 
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